
 

OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTER 

 
Patrick Andrews, Editor        Happy Camellia Season!               OCTOBER 2018                

 
 

 

  
NEXT MEETING SET FOR 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2018 
 

The next meeting of the Ocala Camellia 
Society will be on Thursday, October 4, 
2018, at the Community Room at the 
Ocala Police Station located at 402 S. Pine 
(Pine Plaza) in Ocala.   
 
Light refreshments will be served at 6:30, 
and the meeting will begin at 7:00.  The 
guest speakers will be Jerry and Carol 
Selph from Quitman, GA. They will speak 
about their prize-winning camellia careers 
and how to prepare and present blooms 
for shows. 
 
We will conclude the meeting with a raffle 
(the beautiful Lillian Gordy) and auction 
(C.M. Gordy, Brooke, Astro Nova, Senritsu-
Ko, and Georgia Fire). 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Jill Reed 

 

Ever since our last meeting, I have been looking at 

my trees with fresh eyes.   Our speaker at the 

September meeting, Maxine Hunter, a certified 

arborist, discussed proper tree pruning.  Since 

then, everywhere I look, I see “co-dominant 

leaders” that I wish I had eliminated when the tree 

was young.  I see the stubs of limbs that were cut 

off too far from the trunk years ago.  I’m 

determined to make the rounds with a chainsaw, 

pruning saw and lopping shears to get as many 

trees as possible on the right track!  I hope by 

following Maxine’s guidelines, I can help keep 

my trees healthy and sound, and possibly prevent 

damage to the camellias that take shelter under 

them. 
 

(Continued in the next column.) 

Our recent speaker is just one of the many that 

have brought new ideas and understanding to our 

group.  Thanks to Joe Sabo, if I fear I planted a 

camellia in the wrong place, I know I have 

recourse and a camellia can survive transplanting 

if done correctly.  Joe also showed us that with 

hope and patience, an amateur camellia grower 

can produce a beautiful new camellia from seed.  I 

won’t forget Marge Hendon’s advice to use a 

pencil or ballpoint pen to label show entry cards, 

not to wear a long necklace when placing 

camellias or clerking at a show, and to use a grape 

as a source of water for a cut camellia.  Another 

speaker, Pat Hawk, resurrected my former interest 

in modern daylilies and spurred me to attend a 

daylily club meeting; now I am in the process of 

establishing a daylily planting!  We had a talk 

about gingers – which I have collected for some 

time – but I learned about different varieties and 

added more plants to my garden.   More than one 

speaker discussed beneficial insects, reminding 

me to keep some wildflowers – aka weeds – 

growing near my camellias to provide safe harbor 

for the beneficials.  I have discovered chanterelle 

mushrooms on our place, confirmed their identity 

with our mushroom expert, Matt Smith, and 

enjoyed them for dinner many times.   

 

The list goes on – there is no space to list all that I 

have learned and remember from our speakers.   

They are the highlight of every meeting, and I 

thank each one of them for taking the time to 

prepare and to sacrifice an evening at home for us. 

Thanks also to those that offer suggestions and 

particularly to our current Vice-President, Susan 

Dunn, for her considerable thought and effort in 

lining up speakers and arranging the program.  

Her latest coup: Susan was able to persuade expert 

camellia growers, Jerry and Carol Selph, to come 

all the way from Quitman, Georgia, for the 

October meeting!  I hope everyone will be there to 

learn from them! 
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MINUTES FROM SEPTEMBER 6, 2018 
 

Zlata Sabo, Secretary 
 

The first meeting of the Ocala Camellia Society 2018-1019 season began at 6:30 with refreshments brought for 
our members’ and visitors’ enjoyment.   
 

President Jill Reed officially opened the meeting at 7:00 pm.  Following the short welcome, vice-president 
Susan Dunn introduced Maxine Hunter from UF/IFAS Extension as speaker for the evening.  Maxine is a 
Residential Horticulture Agent and Master Gardener Coordinator since 2014. She has a master's degree in 
Agriculture Education and communication and a degree in Wildlife Ecology and Conservation.  Maxine 
presented a program with very interesting and valuable information on proper trimming of trees and bushes.  
She emphasized that camellia bushes need only minimal trimming or no trimming at all.  She also gave us a 
very useful handout with information on the correct way to trim trees and bushes. 
 

The minutes from the last meeting were not in the newsletter and were not available until the next meeting.  
Treasurer Laura Perdomo reminded us to pay our membership dues and to check the membership list to make 
sure that the information on it is correct.  She also posted additional summer expenses, and reported that the 
final Ending Balance is $6473.70. 
 

Jill reported that the Suggestion Box will be "introduced" at the next meeting.  She also thanked all who 
brought refreshments for this meeting. A sign-up list was passed around for the members to sign to bring food 
and drinks for the future meetings. Cindy Witmer offered to bring paper goods and table cloths for all 
meetings. She will also be in charge of our monthly refreshments. 
 

It was announced that Bob Weidman will purchase plants ordered by our members by tonight. It is the 
responsibility of each member to pick up their ordered plants when they arrive.  
 

This year's show will be at the Ocala Gulf Club on Saturday and Sunday, January 26-17, 2019.  Jill thanked 
Donna DiSclafani for being instrumental in obtaining the premises for the very affordable price.  On the 
Sunday before the Show there will be Camellia Plant Sale at the SSSP.  We were also able to reserve the Silver 
Springs ballroom for the Camellia Show for the next three years.  
 

Susan invited club members to come on Saturday, September 22, which is a Volunteer Day, to work at the 
Camellia Garden at SSSP. 
 

Jill brought up the fact that some members were interested in the photography workshop and asked how 
many would be interested to attend.  Ten members showed interest in the workshop. 
 

Several people were interested in a grafting workshop, and even more to visit camellia gardens within the 
driving distance.  Laura volunteered to make a presentation of the existing local gardens. 
 

Some members wish to go as a group to Bok Tower at Lake Wales, during camellia blooming season.  
 

During a 2-minute tip Jill named several easy growing camellia varieties. Some of them were Pink Perfection, 
Rubra, Sea Foam, Brooke, Happy Birthday, Don Mac, Frank Houser, etc. 
 

Don Werley won the raffle. 
 

Cash Peeler made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT – Deb Werley! 
 

  
 
 

elled and lived in many of the continental states and Hawaii.  I have been to Germany twice as 
military and dependent.   My working career started out in medicine advancing from nurses aid in high 
school to cardiology tech and on to neurodiagnostic technician and finally into the accounting field 
before retiring in 2013.  At that point I was a widow and so with my doxie, Duncan, I hooked up my 
travel trailer and left NH for parts unknown at that time.  We put about 5000 miles and two months 
traveling to AZ to work that winter and then with stops along the way traveled back to FL where we 
ended our solo journey and decided to stay here.  I met Don during that first year and we began our 
golden years together. 
 
My mother was always planting something, so I learned at an early age my love of gardening.  I 
became acquainted with camellias in mid-1975 when I moved to Alabama.  They became my 
Christmas roses.  It just amazed me that they could bloom at the holidays.  When I moved here and 
met Don Werley I knew I had met a kindred soul who also loves to garden.  No matter what the plant, 
if it lives it will find a place in our garden.  Our camellia collection numbers about 30 at this time with 
plenty of room for many more in the future.  Japonicas are my favorite type, but all are welcome.  I am 
a fan of variegated and darker colors, but pink will also always find a place in my heart.  
 
We have many other types of plants in our extensive gardens. Many are planted for the flowers to 
draw in the butterflies, which I love to watch, as well as the hummingbirds.  We have two acres: one 
is full sun pretty much all day and the other is mostly shaded which is where camellias, azaleas, and 
my new collection of gingers reside.  OCS has been a wonderful source of information about not only 
camellias, but many other things and I so enjoy being with this friendly group so willing to answer 
questions and share knowledge. 
 
Other interests for me include many types of art with a main focus on glass as a medium.  I have 
been doing stained glass for about 28 years and have recently started learning to fuse glass.  It is fun 
to put different colored glass together, fire it in a kiln and end up with a piece of art. I am also a 
Marion county master gardener intern and will become an official master gardener in Jan 2019.   
 
Needless to say, my life is anything but dull! 
 
 
 

Since I was the lucky winner of the door prize in Sept I get to tell you 
more about myself.  I was born and raised in New Hampshire.  At the 
age of 18 my gypsy gene kicked in and I have been on the move ever 
since.  
 
I was born and raised in New Hampshire.  At the age of 18 my gypsy 
gene kicked in and I have been on the move ever since.  
 
I joined the Women's Army Corp right out of high school and started 
my travels by going to Fort McClellen, AL.  Since that time I have trav- 
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CAMELLIA CULTURE – LATE SUMMER AND EARLY FALL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
DISBUDDING:  Disbudding is the process of 
removing all but one bud from the tip of a 
branch.  You should never leave two or more 
flower buds side by side if you want big, 
beautiful flowers.  Plants have only so much 
energy for each bud, and if there are too 
many, none of the buds may open completely.  
You may also want to remove interior buds 
from a branch, as these will also take energy 
from the terminal bud.  Some growers even 
take single buds from some branch tips so the 
plant's energy will be directed to even fewer 
buds.  If you have ever wondered how some 
growers consistently have larger flowers, this is 
the reason.  Don't be shy about removing 
buds. 
 

GIBBING:  Gibbing is the process of removing 
the growth bud next to a flower bud and 
filling the "cup" with a drop of gibberellic acid.  
This causes the remaining flower bud to swell 
and bloom much earlier than it normally 
would, and in most cases the flower is much 
larger.  Start gibbing around Labor Day, and 
treat several buds on large bushes at weekly 
intervals.  Don't gib more than one or two 
buds on small bushes, if at all.  You can 
order a gib on the web; just Google Pro Gibb. 
 
SPRAYING: Spider mites and scale insects are 
still a problem at this time a year, so keep a 
close eye out for them.  Spider mites cause 
the leaf to appear bronze, particularly along 
the central rib, and can ruin the look of the 
foliage.  Scale insects can be seen on the 
lower surface of leaves and result in yellowing 
and dropping of the leaves.  You can spray 
with Orthene (or other chemical) to control 
 
 

(continued in the next column) 

 

mites.  Insecticidal oil (such as Ultra Fine) 
kills mites and scales but be sure to coat 
both sides of the leaves, and do not spray 
during hot temperatures.  Check with local 
camellia growers for other spraying tips and 
to find out what they spray with to control 
these insects. 
 
COLLECTING AND PLANTING SEEDS:  Some of 
your camellia seeds have probably already 
matured, but you can continue to collect and 
plant fresh seed through September.  Place 
the seeds immediately in moist vermiculite or 
other soilless mix, and cover with plastic 
wrap until they sprout, at which time you can 
plant them in pots. 
 
PLANTING:  Potted camellias can be planted 
at any time of the year, but remember to 
water at least twice a week.  Be sure to 
plant them above the soil level to allow for 
settling.  Never plant a camellia at a level 
lower than it is growing in the pot. 
 
WATERING:  It is very important to water 
regularly during any dry periods.  Camellias 
should receive a deep watering (1 inch) once 
a week.  This is true year-round, but is more 
crucial during dry periods. 
 
FERTILIZING:  You probably do not want to 
fertilize after the end of August or very 
beginning of September, as you do not want 
to encourage plant growth at this time of 
year.  You can use any fertilizer up until this 
time, but if you fertilize after September, you 
should use only a very low nitrogen fertilizer, 
and fertilize lightly.  Be sure to spread the 
fertilizer out to the drip line. 
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CAMELLIAS AT THIS MONTH’S AUCTION 
 

 

                          
   

            RAFFLE PLANT:  Lillian Gordy                                     Brooke 

 
 

                                
  

                                C.M. Gordy                                           Senritsu-Ko (hybrid) 

 

               
 

                                    Astro Nova                                              Georgia Fire 
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UPCOMING ACS COOPERATIVE SHOWS AND EVENTS IN 2018 

 

OCTOBER 
 
PERRY, GA, Middle Georgia Camellia Society, 10/13/2018, at Georgia National Fair, Miller-Murphy-Howard 
Building, 401 Larry Walker Parkway, Sandra Williams, dscm@pstel.net, (478) 836-4249 
 

NOVEMBER 
 
BOSTON, GA, Wiregrass Camellia Society, 11/3-4/2018, at Boston Baptist Church, 143 South Main Street, 
Sandra Jones, (229) 263-8661, sandrayjones@windstream.net 
 
BYRON, GA, Middle Georgia Camellia Society, 11/10/2018, at Byron Municipal Complex, 401 Main Street, 
Tommy Alden (478) 825-1337, tommy@countylinenursery.com 
 

DECEMBER 
 
PENSACOLA, FL, Pensacola Camellia Club, 12/8/2018, at University of West Florida Conference Center, 11000 
University Parkway Building 22, Skip Vogelsang, (850) 438-3790, lbv3rd@gmail.com 
 

 

ABOUT OUR SPEAKERS 
 
Carol was born in 1951 at Quitman, Georgia.  She grew up on a family farm where tobacco was the main cash 
crop.  She graduated in 1969 from Brooks County High School.  She graduated with a degree in Math 
Education in 1973 from Valdosta State University.  She received her specialist degree in Math Education in 
1977 from Valdosta State University.  She was always around the extensive collections of Camellias that her 
Mother, Grandmother, and Uncle grew for their enjoyment. 
 

Jerry was born at Moultrie, Georgia in 1948.  He grew up on a family farm at Cherry Lake, Florida (Madison 
County).  The main crops were tobacco and beef cattle.  He graduated from Madison High School in 1966.  He 
graduated from The University of Florida in 1970, with a degree in Agriculture, (BS Plant Science).  He received 
his Masters’ Degree in Agriculture in 1972.  His Mother always grew and enjoyed an extensive collection of 
Camellias. 
 
Jerry and Carol retired from active work in 2005.  Jerry worked in the Citrus industry in South Florida the last 
25 years of his career.  Carol taught High School Math her 30-year career. 
 
They have been avid collectors and growers of Camellias the last 13 years of their retirement.  Their garden 
(Christine’s Camellias) is approximately 6 acres with approximately 3000 growing plants.  Their collection has 
over 1300 named varieties.  They show in at least 14 shows annually. 

mailto:sandrayjones@windstream.net
mailto:tommy@countylinenursery.com
mailto: lbv3rd@gmail.com
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OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
 
President:    Jill Reed, 352-591-4343 
 
Vice-President: Susan Dunn, 352-694-4461 
 
Secretary:    Zlata Sabo, 352-237-5537 
 
Treasurer:    Laura Perdomo, 352-625-6467 
 
Directors:    Patrick Andrews, 352-895-8762 
       Charlotte Bunyan, 352-624-3022 
   Mike Dorsey, 352- 
   Ann Greenwood, 352-347-9992 
   Joe Sabo, 352-6237-5537 
   Kathryn Sickling, 352-625-2179 
   Judy Vaughn, 352-502-3837 
       Bob Weidman, 352-840-3911 
   Cindy Witmer, 352-804-6736 

 
 
 

OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 
 

The Ocala Camellia Society meets on the first Thursday 
of each month, September through March, at 6:30 p.m., 
at the Community Center of the Ocala Police 
Department, 402 S. Pine, Ocala, Marion County, Florida. 
Members, friends, and interested gardeners from the 
general public are invited to attend.  Members are 
encouraged to bring friends. 
 
 

      October 4, 2018, Ocala Police Department 
      November 1, 2018, Ocala Police Department 
      December 6, 2018, Ocala Police Department 
      January 3, 2019, Ocala Police Department 
      January 26-27, 2019, ANNUAL CAMELLIA SHOW,  
 Ocala Golf Club, 3130 E. Silver Springs Blvd,  
 Ocala, Florida 
      February 7, 2019, Ocala Police Department 
      March 7, 2019, Ocala Police Department 
 
 

OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2018-2019 
 
The Ocala Camellia Society is a local society, affiliated with the American Camellia Society, whose 
members meet the first Thursday night of the month, September through March, and presents an annual 
camellia show during January.  The monthly meetings are devoted to various cultural aspects of camellias.  
Annual dues are $10 for individuals and $15 for couples.  Dues are collected in September for the 
camellia season.  Please complete the application below for membership in the Ocala Camellia Society. 
 
OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 
 Single Membership    (   )   $10.00 
 Couple Membership   (   )   $15.00 
 Corporate Membership   (   )   $50.00 
 
 Total Enclosed               $___________                   
 

Date of Application  _________________________ 

Name:   Mr. ______________________________________________________________________ 

   Ms./Mrs.  _______________________________________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________________ State _________________ Zip Code _________ 

Telephone Number:  Home  (    )     -               Cell  (    )     -              

Email:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

    
Please make your check payable to OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY and send to:  Laura Perdomo, Treasurer, 
Ocala Camellia Society, 11960 NE 52nd Place Road Silver Springs, FL 34488. 
 



 

OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 

NEWSLETTER 
 
Patrick Andrews, Editor                    WELCOME BACK!                       SEPTEMBER 2018                

 
 

 

 

  
FIRST MEETING OF THE SEASON 

SET FOR THURSDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 6, 2018 

 
The first meeting of the Ocala Camellia 
Society 2018-2019 season will be on 
Thursday, September 6, 2018, at the 
Community Room at the Ocala Police Station 
located at 402 S. Pine (Pine Plaza) in Ocala.  
Park in front of the police station and enter 
in the side door to the right before you get 
to the main front door.   
 

Light refreshments will be served at 6:30, 

and the meeting will begin at 7:00.  Vice-

President and Program Chair Susan Dunn has 

arranged a program presented by Maxine 

Hunter, UF/IFAS Extension Residential 

Horticulture Agent and Master Gardener 

Coordinator since 2014.  She has a master’s 

degree in Agriculture Education and 

Communication and a bachelor’s degree in 

Wildlife Ecology and Conservation, both from 

the University of Florida.  Her favorite 

horticulture topics include integrated pest 

management, vegetable gardening and edible 

landscaping, and wildlife management.  Prior 

to becoming an extension agent, she worked 

for the UF/IFAS Extension Farm to School 

Program as the Northeast Florida District 

Coordinator where she assisted with 

implementing local food movements, school 

and community gardens. 

 
We will conclude the meeting with a raffle 
(Eleanor Martin Supreme) and auction (Lauren 
Tudor, Annie Tee, and William Paulk). 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

By Jill Reed 
 

Ah, now I am getting back into the camellia 

groove, and it feels good!  It’s been a nice, long 

spring and summer.  After our last meeting in 

March, once we got past that dry spell that 

required constant watering, I essentially forgot 

about the camellias.  I may have anointed them 

with some well-rotted or not-at-all-rotted horse 

manure once or twice over the summer.  But once 

those rains started, the most attention the 

camellias got was a little mowing around and 

between them and replanting one an armadillo 

completely uprooted.  Otherwise, the camellias 

have largely been on their own. 

 

Lately, though, my camellia friends have me 

thinking about camellias again.  First, there was a 

small crisis regarding the show site (now resolved, 

have no fear).   This brought on email discussions, 

a meeting at Silver Springs State Park, an 

Executive Board Meeting focused on this 

problem, and negotiations for a new site for this 

year. (Thank you, Donna DiSclafani!)  

  

That problem was put to rest, but the interactions 

with my camellia compadres got other camellia 

activities underway.  There was a tour of Patrick 

and Bob’s garden and an opportunity to air-layer, 

and even though it was late in the year for it, my 

dear husband and I did spend half a day in July 

doing just that.  Then the plant list arrived from 

County Line Nursery, with the opportunity to 

select more cultivars, and of course, that meant  

 

(Continued on page two) 
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(Continued from page one) 

 

studying up on the choices.  Then, there was another 

Executive Board Meeting to discuss our plans for the 

upcoming season, pulling together “In the Spotlight” 

pieces for the newsletter, and email exchanges with 

members about special plant orders. 

All this talking and thinking about camellias has me 

paying more attention to the plants I have in the 

ground, checking on buds and growth, and looking 

forward to the blooms to come.  It also has me 

planning the next camellia planting at our place – 

trying to decide how to arrange the new plantings, 

considering flower color and bloom season, growth 

habit, and sun tolerance.  I’m thinking about all I 

have learned that leads to success – most importantly, 

planting in the right place, amending the soil as 

needed, and watering.  I can tell by the progress of 

the camellias I planted in successive years that I am 

learning more about the when, where, and how of 

planting that is so important! 

 

So, after the summer hiatus I am now stoked about 

the new camellia season!  I look forward to learning 

more about these wonderful plants from you and 

from the terrific program speakers that Susan has 

lined up.  Most of all, I look forward to seeing you all 

and sharing camellia joy with you! 

 

 

SILVER SPRINGS STATE PARK 
WORKDAY  

 
There will be a camellia garden workday at the 

camellia garden at Silver Springs State Park on 

Saturday, September 22, from 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM.   

 

That is National Public Lands Day, so there will be 

other volunteers in the park working at different sites.  

Craig Littauer said they could send additional 

volunteers to the camellia garden to help us if they 

are available.  We will be weeding, edging, and 

spreading mulch, if he can get a load there. 

 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

DON WERLEY 

 

 
 
Don Werley migrated to Florida in 2002 after visiting a 
friend here.  He loves living in Dunnellon because of 
its small-town feel.  After living in Chicago all his life 
he had seen enough of the city life and wanted quiet 
living. 
 
Don has been a cycle enthusiast most of his life 
starting seriously sometime in his thirties, riding as 
much as 80 miles a day all year long.  He has 
accomplished a cross-country trip from San Francisco 
to Virginia, which he did in segments.  He has also 
ridden from Portland, Maine, to Orlando, Florida. 
These were driven by charity as well as his love to 
ride.   
 
Kayaking was a hobby Don picked up after his move 
to Florida. As with cycling, he loves a challenge and 
has paddled the length of the Suwanee River from 
Georgia to the Gulf of Mexico over a week, covering 
about 20 miles a day and camping each night on the 
shore of the river.  Don and his friend Mark have 
paddled many of the rivers here in Florida. 
 
Don also gives back to the community by 
volunteering.  He has been a camp host at Rainbow 
Springs for several years, has made seven trips out 
west to camp host at Zion National Park as well as at 
many state parks in Oregon and Washington.  He is 
active in his church and is always willing to give a 
helping hand to anyone in need. 
 
Don was introduced to camellias by his lovely wife, 
Deb, but fell in love with the flower after attending the 
Ocala Camellia Society show about two years ago. 
Don has loved working in his yards throughout his life, 
but he had not developed a love for flowers until 
about 3 years ago after he attended the Master 
Gardener Spring Show in Ocala.  He especially 
enjoys flowers that support and attract pollinators. 
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THE THREE “WINNINGEST”  

CAMELLIAS IN 2017-2018 

 
Your chances of winning an award are 
greatest if you have one or more of 
these winning flowers!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

DICK HARDISON 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FRANK HOUSER VAR. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FIRCONE VAR. 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

DON WILLS 

 

 
 

My name is Donald Wills.  I lived in Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania, with my maternal grandparents 

until 1949 when we moved to Fort Lauderdale.  I 

worked as president of Broward Schools Credit 

Union (now BrightStar Credit Union) for 41 

years.   

 

I was married to Ginny in 1956.  In Fort 

Lauderdale, Ginny grew orchids, but when we 

moved to Ocala in 2006, her orchids did not do 

well here and she started growing camellias. 
 

We have had two children.  Our daughter, 

Kathleen, is a structural engineer, and our son, 

Scott, who passed away in 2001, was a professor 

at Georgia Tech. 

 

We are dog lovers and during our married life we 

have had 9 dogs, including seven Collies.  We do 

not have a dog now, which is the first time in our 

married life that we are without a dog. 
 

 



 

 

Ocala Camellia Society Newsletter – September 2018 – Page 4  
 

 

 

 

 
 

CAMELLIAS AT THIS MONTH’S AUCTION 
 

 

 

             
 

             Eleanor Martin Supreme (raffle)                                  Lauren Tudor 

    Japonica, Medium, Semidouble              Japonica, Very Large, Semidouble/Peony 

 

 

 

 
 

                              
 

                               William Paulk                                                   Annie Tee 

                  Japonica, Large, Semidouble                    Japonica, Large, Loose Peony 
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UPCOMING ACS COOPERATIVE SHOWS AND EVENTS IN 2018  

 

OCTOBER 
 

PERRY, GA, Middle Georgia Camellia Society, 10/13/2018, at Georgia National Fair, Miller-

Murphy-Howard Building, 401 Larry Walker Parkway, Sandra Williams, dscm@pstel.net, 

(478) 836-4249 
 

NOVEMBER 
 

BOSTON, GA, Wiregrass Camellia Society, 11/3-4/2018, at Boston Baptist Church, 143 South 

Main Street, Sandra Jones, (229) 263-8661, sandrayjones@windstream.net 

 

BYRON, GA, Middle Georgia Camellia Society, 11/10/2018, at Byron Municipal Complex, 

401 Main Street, Tommy Alden (478) 825-1337, tommy@countylinenursery.com 

 

DECEMBER 
 

PENSACOLA, FL, Pensacola Camellia Club, 12/8/2018, at University of West Florida 

Conference Center, 11000 University Parkway Building 22, Skip Vogelsang, (850) 438-

3790, lbv3rd@gmail.com 
 

 

 

UPCOMING ATLANTIC COAST CAMELLIA SOCIETY CONVENTION 

 

The 2018 Atlantic Coast Camellia Society Convention will be held on September 
14 and 15 at the Litchfield Beach and Golf Resort, US Route 17, 14276 Ocean 
Highway, Litchfield Beach, SC. 
 

This is an exciting get-together of camellia lovers from all over the southeast, 
gulf coast, and mid-Atlantic. 
 

You can find out all the information about the meeting, including cost and room 
availability, by visiting the Atlantic Coast Camellia Society web site at 
www.atlanticcoastcamelliasociety.org.  I hope to see you there.  You’ll have a 
great time!

mailto:sandrayjones@windstream.net
mailto:tommy@countylinenursery.com
mailto: lbv3rd@gmail.com
http://www.atlanticcoastcamelliasociety.org/
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CAMELLIA CULTURE -- LATE SUMMER AND EARLY FALL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
DISBUDDING:  Disbudding is the process of 
removing all but one bud from the tip of a 
branch.  You should never leave two or more 
flower buds side by side if you want big, 
beautiful flowers.  Plants have only so much 
energy for each bud, and if there are too 
many, none of the buds may open completely.  
You may also want to remove interior buds 
from a branch, as these will also take energy 
from the terminal bud.  Some growers even 
take single buds from some branch tips so the 
plant's energy will be directed to even fewer 
buds.  If you have ever wondered how some 
growers consistently have larger flowers, this is 
the reason.  Don't be shy about removing 
buds. 
 

GIBBING:  Gibbing is the process of removing 
the growth bud next to a flower bud and 
filling the "cup" with a drop of gibberellic acid.  
This causes the remaining flower bud to swell 
and bloom much earlier than it normally 
would, and in most cases the flower is much 
larger.  Start gibbing around Labor Day, and 
treat several buds on large bushes at weekly 
intervals.  Don't gib more than one or two 
buds on small bushes, if at all.  You can 
order a gib on the web; just Google Pro Gibb. 
 
SPRAYING: Spider mites and scale insects are 
still a problem at this time a year, so keep a 
close eye out for them.  Spider mites cause 
the leaf to appear bronze, particularly along 
the central rib, and can ruin the look of the 
foliage.  Scale insects can be seen on the 
lower surface of leaves and result in yellowing 
and dropping of the leaves.  You can spray 
with Orthene (or other chemical) to control 
 
 

(continued in the next column) 

 

mites.  Insecticidal oil (such as Ultra Fine) 
kills mites and scales but be sure to coat 
both sides of the leaves, and do not spray 
during hot temperatures.  Check with local 
camellia growers for other spraying tips and 
to find out what they spray with to control 
these insects. 
 
COLLECTING AND PLANTING SEEDS:  Some of 
your camellia seeds have probably already 
matured, but you can continue to collect and 
plant fresh seed through September.  Place 
the seeds immediately in moist vermiculite or 
other soilless mix, and cover with plastic 
wrap until they sprout, at which time you can 
plant them in pots. 
 
PLANTING:  Potted camellias can be planted 
at any time of the year, but remember to 
water at least twice a week.  Be sure to 
plant them above the soil level to allow for 
settling.  Never plant a camellia at a level 
lower than it is growing in the pot. 
 
WATERING:  It is very important to water 
regularly during any dry periods.  Camellias 
should receive a deep watering (1 inch) once 
a week.  This is true year-round, but is more 
crucial during dry periods. 
 
FERTILIZING:  You probably do not want to 
fertilize after the end of August or very 
beginning of September, as you do not want 
to encourage plant growth at this time of 
year.  You can use any fertilizer up until this 
time, but if you fertilize after September, you 
should use only a very low nitrogen fertilizer, 
and fertilize lightly.  Be sure to spread the 
fertilizer out to the drip line. 
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OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
 
President:    Jill Reed, 352-591-4343 
 
Vice-President: Susan Dunn, 352-694-4461 
 
Secretary:    Zlata Sabo, 352-237-5537 
 
Treasurer:    Laura Perdomo, 352-625-6467 
 
Directors:    Patrick Andrews, 352-895-8762 
       Charlotte Bunyan, 352-624-3022 
   Mike Dorsey, 352- 
   Ann Greenwood, 352-347-9992 
   Joe Sabo, 352-6237-5537 
   Kathryn Sickling, 352-625-2179 
   Judy Vaughn, 352-502-3837 
       Bob Weidman, 352-840-3911 
   Cindy Witmer, 352-804-6736 

 
 

OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 
 

The Ocala Camellia Society meets on the first Thursday 
of each month, September through March, at 6:30 p.m., 
at the Community Center of the Ocala Police 
Department, 402 S. Pine, Ocala, Marion County, Florida. 
Members, friends, and interested gardeners from the 
general public are invited to attend.  Members are 
encouraged to bring friends. 
 
 

      September 6, 2018, Ocala Police Department 
      October 4, 2018, Ocala Police Department 
      November 1, 2018, Ocala Police Department 
      December 6, 2018, Ocala Police Department 
      January 3, 2019, Ocala Police Department 
      January 26-27, 2019, ANNUAL CAMELLIA SHOW,  
 Ocala Golf Club, 3130 E. Silver Springs Blvd,  
 Ocala, Florida 
      February 7, 2019, Ocala Police Department 
      March 7, 2019, Ocala Police Department 
 
 

OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2018-2019 
 
The Ocala Camellia Society is a local society, affiliated with the American Camellia Society, whose 
members meet the first Thursday night of the month, September through March, and presents an annual 
camellia show during January.  The monthly meetings are devoted to various cultural aspects of camellias.  
Annual dues are $10 for individuals and $15 for couples.  Dues are collected in September for the 
camellia season.  Please complete the application below for membership in the Ocala Camellia Society. 
 
OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 
 Single Membership    (   )   $10.00 
 Couple Membership   (   )   $15.00 
 Corporate Membership   (   )   $50.00 
 
 Total Enclosed               $___________                   
 

Date of Application  _________________________ 

Name:   Mr. ______________________________________________________________________ 

   Ms./Mrs.  _______________________________________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________________ State _________________ Zip Code _________ 

Telephone Number:  Home  (    )     -               Cell  (    )     -              

Email:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

    
Please make your check payable to OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY and send to:  Laura Perdomo, Treasurer, 
Ocala Camellia Society, 11960 NE 52nd Place Road Silver Springs, FL 34488. 
 


